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The construction of the Science/Computing block at Nkhande Community Day
Secondary School has now started. Following the transfer of funds from KMG
to the Management Committee of the school, local builders have been employed and materials have been purchased to allow the building to commence.
The materials also include bricks and sand which have been provided by the
local communities.
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A VISITOR FROM MALAWI
We have been delighted to welcome Kondwani Chidziwisano to Killearn twice in the past months. In early December, Kondwani was in
Glasgow for a few days to register for his PhD at Strathclyde University
(where he had studied for his MSc). He had a meeting with the KMG
Committee, at which he brought us up to date with developments with
the Nkhande School project, and made some suggestions.
Then in January, he was in Killearn for most of the month, staying in
Killearn with Ken Allen, and travelling in to the university by bus. Unfortunately his luggage arrived three days after he did.
He attended the Kirk, and was warmly welcomed there. Though his
schedule was very busy, he managed to visit Millport on Cumbrae for
the day, and also Dundee for the formal opening of the Banana Box
Trust warehouse.
While Kondwani is away from Malawi, the Nkhande project is being
overseen by his brother, Victor.
Kondwani has gone on to study in a centre in Zurich, before returning
to Malawi. But he will return to Killearn in September. He says that
Killearn is now his second home.
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DRYMEN DENTISTS IN MALAWI
At the AGM in Killearn Kirk Hall on Thursday 5th October, we
were fascinated by the stories of Margaret Colvin and Jill Alexander of Drymen Dental Practice about their trip to Malawi in September.
They travelled to Malawi as part of a team from Smileawi, a
charity which takes dentists to work in the North of Malawi. They
were based in the
Livingstonia area, but some of the villages they visited could only
by accessed by boat along Lake Malawi.
Dental care in these conditions could only be very basic—in the
course of 2 weeks over 1000 infected teeth were extracted! We
all squirmed at the thought of the dentist who wielded a hammer
and chisel, very effectively apparently. Training of local dental
therapists is an important part of the work.
Margaret and Jill were very enthusiastic about their experiences
in Malawi and communicated this to us very well. I’m sure the
people they treated are very grateful for their care.
The business of the AGM allowed the Friends present to hear
reports from Ken Allen, the Chairperson, and Sue Beck, the
Treasurer.
Ken paid tribute to the immense work of Jenifer Barrett in setting
up and chairing KMG until last year; thankfully she remains on
the committee. He also summarised the work of the Group over
the 2016/17 year. Sue presented the audited accounts which had
been sent to OSCR, along with the report of our activities. Although we had a surplus over the year 2016-17, the present financial year will involve a major expenditure in the building at
Nkhande Secondary School, and there are other projects being
considered following that.
The present committee of 9 was re-elected: Ken Allen, Sue Beck,
Jenifer Barrett, Shona Kelday, Hilary McGregor, Helen Mailer,
John Shaw, Doreen Snadden and Jenny Wilks. Eva Mailer continues to be our Junior Member.

We were also very pleased to welcome John Challis of the
Raven Trust, which we have worked with closely on many
projects in the North of Malawi. John told us of the new
direction of the Trust, now that he and Maggie have retired.
It is now to be run as a charity involving ophthalmologists,
bringing better eye care to northern Malawi.
A number of the KMG Committee travelled on a Saturday
later in October to Strachur to a celebration of the work of
the Raven Trust, at which Ken Allen was one of the speakers of appreciation

Delivery of Desks and Chairs to Nkhande Secondary School

Another order of 60 chairs and 30 double desks has been delivered to Nkhande Secondary School, by Kondwani Chidziwisano. The strong metal desks were fabricated specially in Blantyre by a local welder, so supporting a small Malawian
company. The chairs came from a factory in neighbouring Mozambique. This is basic furniture for a school, which has
been lacking in Nkhande. Kondwani also handed over money to the Headteacher for 8 Killearn-Regson Scholarships. Letters
have now been received from the recipients, and even
from parents.

Check our website at: www.killearnmalawigroup.org
Contact us at : info@killearnmalawigroup.org

